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Dr. Blouin-Demers’ 
Comment 

Location in Text Response/Action 

1)General comments Forward RESPONSE. Dr. Stow has addressed these comments in his forward of the 
Conservation Needs Assessment. 

2) Inaccuracy with respect to 
the statement that the study is 
the first in the region. 

End of first paragraph of 
Executive Summary 

REVISED. The field research reported herein represents one of the first in-
depth studies conducted on an individual population in the urbanized area of the 
Ottawa and Gatineau region. 
 

3) Comment about objectives Page iv NOTED. 
4) Comment about Old Carp 
Road and threat to Blanding’s 
turtles 

Page 3 NOTED. We acknowledge the statement is speculative and have written it as 
such. 

5) Range extent Page 8 REVISED. Blanding’s turtles range from central Nebraska and Minnesota to 
southern Ontario/southwestern Quebec and northern New York. 

6) Studies by Litzgus Page 8 NOTED.  
7) Comment on effective 
dispersal 

Page 15 NOTED. 

8) Inbreeding Page 20 NOTED. 
9) Bioaccumulation in turtles Page 21, first paragraph REVISED. Removed “organic” from the sentence 
10) Comment about the 
omission of habitat loss as a 
threat 

Page 22, first paragraph REVISED. Added habitat loss to the last sentence. 

11) Comment about the 
interpretation of PVA data in 
general 

Page 22 NOTED. 

12) Male presence and sperm 
limitation 

Page 23 NOTED. 

13) Comment on Translocation Page 26 NOTED. 
14) Comments on Habitat 
suitability 

Page 36 and Appendix E REVISED. Now reads: A subjective Blanding’s Turtle Habitat Quality Index 
(HQIBT) was created to reduce biases in the one used in previous Dillon reports.  
The new approach uses a Geographic Information System (GIS) to model 
Habitat Quality based on weighted environmental variables based on researcher 
experiences. 
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REVISED. Replaced Habitat Suitability with Habitat Quality throughout. 
15) Comment on COSEWIC 
and Critical Habitat 

Page 39 NO CHANGE NEEDED 

16)Comments on Conservation 
Objectives 

Page 46 NOTED. 

17) Creating habitat in new 
areas 

Page 58 NOTED. 

18) Ecological Trap Definition Page 62 REVISED. 
19) Dispersal Ability Page 77 (Appendix C) NOTED. Dispersal in the model relates to distance travelled over the year. We 

acknowledge that there is little evidence to support whether adults or juveniles 
disperse further. 

20) Organic Pollutants Page 88 See response to comment 9) 
21) Habitat suitability Appendix E See response to comment 14) 
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